Now Playing: Friday, May 24, through Thursday, May 30
Written by Mike Schulz
Thursday, 23 May 2013 06:20

For show schedule information, visit:

Nova 6 Cinemas , Moline

Putnam Museum , Davenport

Rave Motion Pictures Davenport 53 , Davenport

Regal Moline Stadium 14 , Moline

***

42 (PG-13, Rave Motion Pictures Davenport 53, Regal Moline Stadium 14) - This
seemingly prototypical triumph-of-the-underdog sports flick achieves a legitimate, rousing
greatness, and it’s the sort of expansive and lingering greatness that makes you leave the
picture feeling, with few reservations, that the movie as a whole was truly great.

The Big Wedding (R, Nova 6 Cinemas) - A wheezing sex farce for AARP members that
manages to trash nearly all the goodwill generated by its mostly esteemed and beloved cast.
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Blazing Saddles (R, Nova 6 Cinemas)
within its first minutes, director/star Ben Affleck’s Argo – based on a recently declassified
chapter of the Iranian hostage crisis of 1979-80 – registers as terrifically, nerve-rackingly
authentic, even if the film’s most enjoyable elements are, in truth, as Hollywood as they come.
- See more at:
http://www.rcreader.com/movies/rescue-mission-impossible-argo/#sthash.VfQAwLrW.dpuf
within its first minutes, director/star Ben Affleck’s
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http://www.rcreader.com/movies/rescue-mission-impossible-argo/#sthash.VfQAwLrW.dpuf
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The Croods (PG, Nova 6 Cinemas) - Fast-paced, colorful, and graced with a lovely, spunky
voice-over performance by Emma Stone, this animated entertainment is cheerful and sweet,
even if its tiresome storyline feels downright prehistoric.

Epic (PG, Rave Motion Pictures Davenport 53, Regal Moline Stadium 14)

Fast & Furious 6 (PG-13, Rave Motion Pictures Davenport 53, Regal Moline Stadium 14)

Flight of the Butterflies 3D (not rated, Putnam Museum) - Mike Slee's 45-minute outing
looks lovely, is filled with fascinating educational tidbits, and features a climactic mass exodus
of winged creatures that's enough to make you believe in God – or, at the very least, in the gods
of nature docs.
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Flying Monsters (not rated, Putnam Museum) - Friday, May 24, 10 a.m. - With the visual
effects landing somewhere between
Jurassic Park
and Ray Harryhausen, and plenty of wit in the scientific exposition, this edu-tainment is a
lovely, spirited piece of work, boasting gorgeous aerial photography and a jaunty, unobtrusive
score.

Grand Canyon Adventure: River at Risk (not rated, Putnam Museum) - Tuesday, May 28,
11:15 a.m. There's visual rapture aplenty, but it's
undone by pokey narrative detours and too many pithy, meaningless bromides along the lines
of "We may have changed the shape of the river, but we haven't changed the river's ability to
shape us." (Your response to which is both "So true" and "
Huh?
")

The Great Gatsby (PG-13, Rave Motion Pictures Davenport 53, Regal Moline Stadium 14)
- F. Scott Fitzgerald’s beautifully simple, sad narrative features so many
wonderful scenes, and so many wonderful words, that even Baz Luhrmann’s more gauche
touches can’t completely sully it.

The Hangover Part III (R, Rave Motion Pictures Davenport 53, Regal Moline Stadium 14)

Identity Thief (R, Nova 6 Cinemas) - A woefully unamusing, unsatisfying
road-trip-slapstick-with-“heart” that insults Melissa McCarthy, makes Jason Bateman look bereft
of personality, and even manages to sink the seemingly unsinkable Eric Stonestreet.

Iron Man 3 (Rave Motion Pictures Davenport 53, Regal Moline Stadium 14) - The opener
immediately suggests that this second sequel to 2008’s effects-laden blockbuster will be both
deathly serious and happily insouciant. And it is. I’m just not completely convinced that that’s a
good
thing.

3/6

Now Playing: Friday, May 24, through Thursday, May 30
Written by Mike Schulz
Thursday, 23 May 2013 06:20

Jack the Giant Slayer (PG-13, Nova 6 Cinemas) - Lethargic and unmotivated and sadly
lacking in personality, it's an expensive looking trifle deisgned to be quickly consumed and
forgotten the minute Hollywood releases its next revisionist fairytale.

Jurassic Park 3D (PG-13, Putnam Museum)

Meerkats 3D (not rated, Putnam Museum) - Friday, May 24, 11:15 a.m., Tuesday, May 28,
12:30 p.m.
- You’ll get your share of cute from
this beautifully filmed, terrifically informative edu-tainment, but who would’ve guessed that we’d
also get freakin’
Shakespeare?

Mud (PG-13, Rave Motion Pictures Davenport 53, Regal Moline Stadium 14) - A low-key
but terrifically effective dramatic adventure boasting sharp dialogue, evocative imagery, and
outstanding performances across the board.

Mummies: Secrets of the Pharaohs (not rated, Putnam Museum) - Tuesday, May 28, 10
a.m.
- It's never less than interesting, and the film's
mega-screen vistas of Egypt are truly stunning; for what it's meant to do - entertain and
educate the kids, and perhaps inspire them to pursue a career in archaeology - the movie
does it very, very well.

Oblivion (PG-13, Putnam Museum) - About 40 minutes into this mind-numbing sci-fi bore, I
felt an urge to yell at the screen, “Start the damned movie
already!” I kind of felt like yelling that when the end credits rolled, too
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Olympus Has Fallen (R, Nova 6 Cinemas) - This action pic finds the typically scruffy,
entitled, humorless Gerard Butler posing as a one-man counter-terrorist unit who barks at
Morgan Freeman’s acting commander-in-chief, “
m the best hope you’ve got
!” Pity the state of America.

I’

Oz the Great &amp; Powerful (PG, Nova 6 Cinemas) - James Franco's unmotivated
readings and vaguely confused expressions imply that he’d rather be anywhere else than Oz, or
Oz, and not long into Sam Raimi's
film, I started to feel much the same way.

Pain &amp; Gain (R, Rave Motion Pictures Davenport 53) - Michael Bay's adroit,
invigorating direction is just one of numerous happy shocks in this testosterone-fueled dark
comedy – a tongue-in-cheek, and utterly enjoyable, true-crime thriller about really stupid
individuals doing
really stupid
things.

Space Junk 3D (not rated, Putnam Museum) - A swift, informative, and mostly fascinating
piece of work, narrated by Tom Wilkinson with just the right mixture of solemnity and awe.

Star Trek: Into Darkness (PG-13, Rave Motion Pictures Davenport 53, Regal Moline
Stadium 14)
- J.J. Abrams’ sci-fi adventure will
occasionally feel forced or formulaic or merely generically “thrilling,” but nearly every time it
does, the movie then comes through with some marvelously clever flourish or inventive touch
or unexpected development that shifts the storyline in subtle yet profound ways.

Wild Ocean (not rated, Putnam Museum) - Wednesday, May 29, 12:30 p.m. - There are
spectacular vistas on display and some fantastically vertigo-inducing shots, and a scene of
thousands of native birds diving for their dinner that's literally breathtaking, like a big-screen,
avian take on the video game
Asteroids
.
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a sprightly, fast-moving, and visually breathtaking endeavor that’s blessedly free of the
traditional nature-doc corn – the narration, especially, is admirably straightforward – and that
the we’re-killing-the-planet-butdon’t-worry-kids-everything-will-be-fine moralizing is pretty much kept to a minimum.
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