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Of course, the people who are most essential to the success of area theatre are the ones
ponying up the dough to get it produced (and this includes you, my ticket-buying friends). But
it's hard to imagine the theatre year being as enjoyable as it was without the contributions of the
following 12 individuals, each of whom added considerable flair to several area productions -

oftentimes at several area venue
S -in
2006.

Christine Barnes. In Augustana College's productions of The Miser, The Real Inspector
Hound, and Black Comedy, Barnes
stood out as a wonderfully clever comedienne; like a young Lisa Kudrow, she showed a knack
for appearing hopelessly dizzy and

really

smart simultaneously. Yet with October's

Nickel & Dimed

, it was clear that the actress' gifts were only previously

hinted

at; Barnes was exhilaratingly warm, mature, moving,

and

laugh-out-loud funny.

| hope that her professionalism, invention, and confidence are inspiring to Barnes' fellow student
actors, because it certainly is to this

former

student actor.
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