First Army Commander links Army core values with local business
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MOLINE, Ill - Lt. Gen. Bednarek, First Army commanding general believes business and Army
leaders share some of the same goals and ideals, and this was the focus of his presentation to
a group of community leaders at the Quad City chamber's Executive Club meeting at the i
Wireless Center Aug 5.
"We are in the same business in developing and shaping our community and the Nation's future
leaders, regardless of profession" Bednarek explained. "Grounded in the strength of our core
values with dignity and respect; a strong work ethic and a belief in what we stand for. We build
coach, train and educate teams to do a job and accomplish a mission."
"You and I know that as we train, build and strengthen the core of our workforce," Bednarek
continued. "Whether it's a Soldier in the Army or a worker in a warehouse downtown, we are
building stronger citizens, and ultimately a stronger America."
Recently, members of Iowa's 2nd Brigade Combat Team, 34th Infantry Division, were
demobilized after returning from Afghanistan. "Great Americans, such as the Red Bulls served
nine tough months serving the nation and protecting its national interests," said Bednarek.
"Hiring vets is a good will act and good business."
Recalling a recent visit to the National Training Center at Fort Irwin, California, Lt. Gen.
Bednarek asked a Soldier what he did while he was participating in a training exercise. "Sir, I
work at Lowes," he responded.
The First Army welcome event was hosted by the Quad Cities Chamber of Commerce to
provide the area the opportunity to learn about their mission and how they will tie to their new
community.
First Army is a multi-component command that serves as U.S. Forces Command's executive
agent for providing training support to reserve component forces. The First Army mission is to
mobilize, train, deploy and demobilize Reserve Component units at installations throughout the
continental United States.
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