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ROCK ISLAND, IL (04/29/2010)(readMedia)-- The academic achievements of forty-one
Augustana students earned them election into the Phi Beta Kappa society this spring. Only
about one in every one hundred college students nationwide is selected as a member of the
oldest and most prestigious honor society in the nation.

Augustana students are selected for Phi Beta Kappa based on their academic standing and
recommendations from faculty members. Members must be senior students who exhibit strong
intellect and integrity and are committed to freedom of thought and expression. Augustana
emphasizes that election to Phi Beta Kappa is more than an honor of past academic success. It
is also recognition of a student's outstanding potential for growth and achievement.

For Dr. Jeff Abernathy, dean of the college, Phi Beta Kappa scholars exemplify the goals of an
Augustana education-creative, critical thinking and the willingness to question conventional
wisdom. Their leadership and service is as important as their high academic standing. "Phi Beta
Kappa students contribute greatly to our college and to the Quad Cities. Even as they serve
Augustana in many ways, most are deeply involved in service to the broader community," said
Abernathy.

Phi Beta Kappa was established in 1776 to celebrate excellence in the liberal arts and sciences.
A select 10% of the nation's leading colleges and universities have Phi Beta Kappa chapters,
and the chapters only elect about 10% of their most exceptional arts and sciences students for
membership. Augustana's Phi Beta Kappa chapter, Zeta of Illinois, was officially established in
1949 to recognize students of high academics, leadership and service.

From your area, the inductees include:

Nicholas Borchert from Rock Island,IL, who is majoring in English and philosophy.

Kevin Carton from Moline,IL, who is majoring in speech communication, French, and Africana
studies
.
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Luke Osborne from Moline,IL, who is majoring in classics Latin emphasis.

Alex Sieg from Bettendorf,IA, who is majoring in biochemistry.

Bret VanDeWoestyne from Silvis,IL, who is majoring in biology.

Nicholas Wilczynski from Moline,IL, who is majoring in pre-medicine and biology.

About Augustana: Founded in 1860 and situated on a 115-acre campus near the Mississippi
River, Augustana College is a private liberal arts institution affiliated with the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America (ELCA). The college enrolls nearly 2,500 students from diverse
geographic, social, ethnic and religious backgrounds and offers more than 70 majors and
related areas of study. Augustana employs 287 faculty and has a student-faculty ratio of 11:1.
Augustana continues to do what it always has done: challenge and prepare students for lives of
leadership and service in our complex, ever-changing world.
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