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DECORAH, Iowa— The internationally-renowned choirs and orchestra of Luther College will
perform the world premiere of "Luther Mass" by Stephen Paulus Saturday, April 16 at 7:30 p.m.
in the Center for Faith and Life on the Luther campus.

Conducted by Allen Hightower, Luther professor of music, the Luther Cathedral Choir,
Collegiate Chorale, Nordic Choir and Symphony Orchestra will perform the world premiere of
the newly commissioned mass in addition to Franz Joseph Haydn's "Lord Nelson Mass."

For tickets, call the Luther College Box Office at (563) 387-1357 or visit the Luther College Box
Office website,
http://www.lut
her.edu/programming/boxoffice/
. Cost is $15 for adults and $8 for students, reserved seating.

Concert attendees are invited to a pre-concert lecture Saturday at 6 p.m. in the Mott Borlaug
Room in Dahl Centennial Union. James Griesheimer, Luther associate professor of music, will
present comments on the "Lord Nelson Mass," and Paulus will be on hand to discuss the
"Luther Mass."

The ensembles will also perform Sunday, April 17 at 4 p.m. at Orchestra Hall in Minneapolis.
For tickets, call the Orchestra Hall Box Office at (612) 371-5656 or 1-800-292-4141 or visit h
ttp://www.minnesotaorchestra.org/
. Cost is $24 for adults and $17 for students, general admission seating.

Paulus has composed more than 400 works spanning all musical genres, including orchestra,
opera, chorus, chamber ensemble, solo voice, concert band, piano and organ.

He co-founded the American Composers Forum in 1973 and continues to serve as the
symphony and concert representative on the board of the American Society of Composers,
Authors and Publishers.
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His music has been commissioned, recorded and performed by such varied performers as the
New York Philharmonic, Cleveland Orchestra, Atlanta Symphony Orchestra and numerous
others.

Cathedral Choir is conducted by Sandra Peter, assistant professor of music, Collegiate Chorale
is conducted by Timothy Peter, professor of music, Nordic Choir is conducted by Hightower and
Symphony Orchestra is conducted by Daniel Baldwin, professor of music.

The performances are part of the Luther College Sesquicentennial. Founded in 1861, Luther
was first established by Norwegian immigrants in the United States.

The college will both reflect on its past and envision its future during its Sesquicentennial.
Events will commend the holistic nature of a Luther education and honor the college's
Norwegian heritage, curriculum, music and arts, athletic and wellness programs, faith and
worship, environmental stewardship, and service ethic.

The theme of the Sesquicentennial, "Transformed by the Journey," recalls the journeys

Luther College founders made from Norway, celebrates the value of a liberal arts education and
the transformation of students during their Luther years, and recognizes the vocational journeys
of Luther alumni.

The scripture passage selected for the Sesquicentennial is from Romans 12: "Do not be
conformed to this world but be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you may
discern what is the will of God – what is good and acceptable and perfect."
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